
solitary individuals Community by consent 

hierarchies in power relations, 

masters and slaves, Kings and 

subjects, etc. 

equality of all citizens; equal rights 

for all citizens  hierarchies should be 

functional—reason and rationality 

lead to this 

Natural Liberty as license; liberty as 

the independence of individuals; " 

an unlimited right to all that tempts 

us;" "a mode of living unsettled and 

insecure." 

civil liberty created by agreement; 

moral Liberty created by social 

limitations 

creates a secure mode of living. 

Impulse governs conduct. justice and law govern conduct  

Rights defined by power Rights defined by general will 

it is slavery to be under the impulse 

of mere appetite 

it is freedom to obey a law which 

we prescribe for ourselves 

Because there is no sovereign, 

rights are not protected 

authority, liberty, and the protection 

of rights are mutually reinforcing; a 

strong state protects rights 

constructed by the social contract 

 STATE OF NATURE                                                                        SOCIAL CONTRACT 


